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Subject: ‘QUESTION on how to fight some Be Genta | with ANSWERS from the 
Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantine, of the U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
~-00000-—- 

Now the mosquito-slapping, fly-swatting season is in full swing. We are 
getting a swarm of questions about what else to do about some of these disturbers 
of peace, 

Here are a few on mosquitoes, This woman wants to know what she can plant 
in the garden to keep away mosquitoes. Another asks if goldfish will help. Anoth 
has a very understandable desire to electrocute the pests. 

And here is a question about chiggers. This young lady wants to keep off 
the chiggers when she goes on a hike, And, of course, a lot of folks ask about 
ticks and what to do about them, Yellow~jackets -- here is a question about them - 
one on the house-fly, too --- 

We've asked Dr. F. C. Bishopp, of the Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quaran- 
tine, to answere these questions for us. So here goes -—- 

Suppose we start with the house-fly -- or typhoid-fly as some prefer to cal’ 
it, That lazy drone of the fly is no mere petty annoyance — it may be a warning 
of real danger, 

Dr. Bishopp suggests that the way to keep down flies is to do away with the 
manure, decaying grass clippings, and other accumulations of filth and decaying 
vegetable matter where flies hatch and feed. And, of course, supplement those pre- 
ventive measures with screens, and fly sprays, and fly traps. 

And now to the inquiring listener who speaks feelingly of her experience 


with ysllow-jackets. Dr, Bishopp says the nests of yellow-jackets are often in the 
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| ground, He suggests you locate the entrancé holes of the yellow-jacket colony and 
P et night pour a half teacupful of carbon disulphide down the hole and then cover 

: it with a shovelful of earth, 

To the question about what do to about wood ticks, Dr. Bishopp points out 
three ways to help keep down ticks =~ and remember, if a tick that is infected with 
Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever bites you and stays attached for several hours, you 
are likely to get that deadly disease. 

One way to keep down ticks is to get rid of the meadow mice which harbor the 
young ticks, Keep the grass cut and underbrush cleared away. Rank vegetation har- 
bors meadow mice, It is also a help to trap or poison out the meadow mice, 

Another important step in reducing the danger from ticks is by keeping ticks 


off the dog. Ticks prefer dogs to humans, but they transfer their attentions at 


[| fine. Hither pick the ticks off the dog regularly, or systematically dip the dogs 
. every five days in a derris wash. Derris wash ig made by dissolving 2 ounces of 
| derris powder in a gallon of water, with about an ounce of mild soap. 

But the most practical and most important precaution for every member of the 
family; especially the children who have been playing or hiking in the woods, is to 
€xamine the body and head at least once a day. Carefully remove any ticks and 
touch up the place where they were attached with iodine, So much for ticks -- Now 

_ about chigzers. They are less serious, but can be very irritating. 
Dr, Bishopp says keep the lawn well groomed. Chiggers like moisture provided 


ey tall grass, and weeds, so keeping the lawn trimmed helps keep them im check, 


_ And sulphur is an excellent repellant. 
If you want complete protection from chiggers when going on a hike, just 
dust your skin and clothing with fine sulphur before you start. 


And now about mosquitoes, and goldfish, and plants. 
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All mosquitoes mst have water for the development of their young. And 
every property owner can help control mosquitoes in the neighborhood by doing away 
with stagnant water. Tin cans, bottles, saggy eave troughs, drain traps, anything 
that will hold water will harbor mosquitoes, Buta little kerosene on the surface 
of the water will kill the young mosquitoes in short order, 

As for the question: "Will goldfish keep down mosquitoes in a pool?! 

Dr. Bishopp says if the golfish are not fed, and the vegetation is not dense 
goldfish actually do a fairly good job. However, top minnows are better, 

And to this question, "What plants can I grow in my garden to help keep the 
Mosquitoes away?" 

Dr. Bishopp answers very emphatically: He says there is no kind of growing 
Plant of any practical value in driving mosquitoes or other insects out of a garden 
or even out of a room. That is an old idea that has wide currency, but has no 
foundation in fact. 

But while growing plants can offer little protection to us from insects, 
some animals, and birds especially, can do a lot toward keeping down many insects; 
| although birds are more likely to feed on the larger insects than on gnats and 
Mosquitoes, And although some of us do not like toads and lizards hopping or dart~ 
ing around the garden, Dr. Bishopp points out that they do destroy many insects. 

He says their presence in the garden is to be encouraged. Ag he sees it, this 
Matter of fighting insects requires fighting on many fronts, and with any allies we 


can get. 
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